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COMMNIST. CHINA'S ATR DEFENSE GAPABTLITIRS

1., Present Chinese Commumist air defonse capabilities are dus
directly 4o Soviet active participation in supplylng equipment, operational
procedurss, tralning, ana, in many cases , Soviet personnel, In asgess-
ing such capsbilities, the following factors are pertinents

{e) Fighter Aircraf¥. Approximately 525 first-line jed
fighters of the MIG-15 type are locsted in the Mukden-Antung area
of southern Manchuria, Some 225 jet fighters ars located in the
following four s‘bratég:lc. areas in Chima proper: Pelping-Tientsin,
Talngteo, Shanghal, and Canton,

(b} Eorly Warning. A rader defense system has been imstalled
and set In operation, with the assistance of Soviet radar engineera, |
techniclans, and advisers, which is belleved to give practically
continuous early-warning coverage from the Manchuria border s outh
to Cantdn., A ‘visua; sya‘isecm:supplements the electronic early-
warning system, . |

(c) Artlajrerafd. In Chine-Manchurde there is believed %o be
over 5()0' antiaireraft artillery pleces and an equaly mmber of anti-
aircraft automatic weapona.' Most pleces are 85 mm,, 37 mm,, and

12,7 mm, of Sovlet mumufacture. Reports contimue to indieate that
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the total ALA strength is being increased by shipments of Spviet
equipnent, Heaviest concentrations are loecated in the Makden

area, Shanghai, and in the viecinity of Canton, AAA defenses ap~
pear to be employed for the protection of the industrial area,
harbor facilities, airfields, and major jupctions Iin the conmund oa-
tions and supply asystema, Gcm~1ayiﬁg redar has been reported in

some areas,

(d) Alrcraft Control. The Chinese Cormunists possibly have a
capaioility for limited grourd-controlled interception,

(s) Soviet Influence, The air defense organization of the

Chinese Commmists appears to be patternsd after that of the Sovi-
e‘_ts. The over~all air defense cé.pabilitiaa of this defense organi-
zation with respect to figh{*.er defense, antiasireraft defonse,

early warning, aireraft control, and paséive defénse measures
probably will continue to inecrease as long as the Soviets continns
to assist .Cmnmuniat Ching, |

2. ‘Ihe éir defense capabilitiés of the Chinese Communists are ea~
timated to be as follows:

(a) In the Mukden-Antung ares of southern Manchurie, the
Chinese Commmnists possess a major alr defense capability against
daylight bombing misslons. At night their air defense capabilities
would be considemblﬁ less because of their limited ground-controlled
interception ability. (See 1a above.)
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(b) Chinese Communist air defense eapabilities for Chima
proper are considerably less dus to a greater area and fewer
a;mihble alreraft, In areas whore distance prevents likely imme-
diate Jet alr reinforcements, #.e,, Shanghai and Canton, the defense
eapabllity of the ewall jet strengths presently sllocsted to thoss
areas is considered negligible as against a major air offensive in
Aaylight attacks or night miasionsq In the Peipingf'rien-hain and
Tsingtao areas, which are considered mutuslly supporting, a subatan-
tisl jet strongth of soma 150 MIG-15's preéents & vary formidable
defensive capability if suffieient early warning was glven to emable
this strength to bs used ss a single force, The geographic posi-
tion of Tsingtao creates a greater vxﬂnembility to air attack thun
does that of Peiping-Tientsin, Against a major air attack, however,
the defense capabllity of some 75 MIG-15%s located at Taingtao is _
considered at. least sair., Due to Tsingtao's proteciive position,
however, the dafense enpability of Peiping-Tientsin ageinst & mejor
air stiack 1s eonsidered to be good to‘ excellent, %he defénae
cepability of those a;rgaes‘ is considersd negligible against night
attacks of mejor size. It 1s believed that 2 major air offensive

would encounter *?la,k of limited effectiveness over targets in
Chine proper such as industrial arveas s harbor faecilities, airfielda‘,
and major jumcticﬁs in the commmications and supply systems.

(e) Alr defense capabilitics of the Chinese Communiste,
easpeeia.!.ly in southern Manchuria, are such that considerable losses
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of US aircraft sould be expested, at least initially, during a com-
paign of Byatematic alr attacks, Under conditions of prolenged air

- abtack, the ability of the Chinese Commndists to maintain effective-
ness would be in direet proportion to the amount of support which
the Soviets would eontimue to render.
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